Women's Armed Services Integration Act of 1948

Essential Facts

Date Signed: June 12, 1948

Signed By: President Harry S. Truman

Sponsor: Representative Margaret Chase Smith of Maine

Public Law Number: 80-625

Significance: Allowed women to serve as permanent, regular members of the Army,
Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force for the first time

¢ Initial Restrictions: Limited women to 2% of force strength; prohibited full combat
participation; limited officer ranks.
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